
 
 
 

 
 
 
Literacy  
We started the year reading Matilda by Roald Dahl.  The class has been very eager to 
continue reading and find out what happens with Matilda, Miss Honey, and the Trunchbull.  
�3�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�O�N���W�R���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�R�N�V���Z�H���U�H�D�G���L�Q���F�O�D�V�V�������,�W�¶�V���D���I�X�Q��way to improve 
comprehension�������7�K�H���³�)�L�U�V�W���������'�D�\�V�´���R�I���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J were used to set up independent reading, 
�J�U�R�X�S���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H�G���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V�������:�H���W�D�O�N�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���E�R�R�N�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���³�M�X�V�W��
�U�L�J�K�W���´���Z�H���W�R�R�N���D���O�R�R�N���D�W���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���J�H�Q�U�H�V�����I�L�F�W�L�Rn and non-fiction), and we thought 
�D�E�R�X�W���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���I�R�U���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z���E�R�R�N�V���W�R���U�H�D�G�������7�K�L�V���Z�H�H�N�����,���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�K�H���³�0�D�N�L�Q�J���0�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�´��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V�������:�H���U�H�D�G�����³�$���%�D�G���&�D�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�U�L�S�H�V�´���D�Q�G���³�7�K�H���2�O�G���:�R�P�D�Q���:�K�R��
�1�D�P�H�G���7�K�L�Q�J�V���´�����0�D�N�L�Q�J���0�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���L�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H���J�U�Rup reading program that will focus on 
reading comprehension, strategies, and vocabulary.    
 
Writing & Grammar  
In writing, we spent the �³�)�L�U�V�W���������'�D�\�V�´�����O�D�X�Q�F�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���:�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�������'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��
�I�H�Z���Z�H�H�N�V�����Z�H���J�R�W���W�K�H���I�H�H�O���R�I���D���Z�U�L�W�H�U���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���R�X�U���Z�U�L�W�H�U�¶�V���Q�R�W�H�E�R�R�N�V�������7�K�H���N�L�G�V���D�U�H��
doing great with these notebooks!  These notebooks are theirs for journaling, responding, 
rough drafts, and ideas.  �:�H���G�L�G���D���I�H�Z���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���³�V�K�R�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���³�Z�H�G�G�L�Q�J��
�F�D�N�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�´���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���O�R�R�N���D�W�������:�H���O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���L�P�D�J�H�V��
and used those images to spark interest and ideas in our writing.  Most recently, the 
students f�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�Y�R�U�L�W�H���³�V�H�H�G���L�G�H�D�´���D�Q�G���W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H�L�U���I�L�U�V�W���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���S�L�H�F�H�������:�H��
followed the writing process on our first piece: prewrite, rough draft, revise, edit, and 
publish.  These are ungraded works that give me an idea of what they can do with a little 
guidance and what we need to work on in the future.  Writing has been a spectacular part 
of our day! 

 
Vocabulary & Words Their Way  
During vocabulary time, we have studied the following prefixes: uni-, bi-, tri-, quad-, non-, il-
, in-, im-, ir.  The kids are doing a fantastic job brainstorming words that begin with these prefixes, finding them in the 
�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�����V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�U�H�I�L�[���P�H�D�Q�V�������7�K�H�V�H���³�Z�R�U�G���G�H�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H�´���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���J�H�W���W�K�H��
kids working in small groups and even teaching their prefix to the class!  We will continue this format all year as we 
approach new prefixes, suffixes, and root words.  
 
Words Their Way is off to a great start!  We currently have 4 WTW groups that meet on a weekly basis.  You and your 
child should be falling into a routine with WTW.  I sent home the weekly routine, which gives a rough outline of the 
weekly activities.  Please remember that the first day is inquiry based.  Kids should be spending time sorting and 
looking up words to come up with the pattern on their own.  By the end of the week, students should know the spelling 
of all of the words for the quiz.  We have talked in class about the many ways to practice words and prepare for the 
Friday quiz. 
 

Math  www.everydaymathonline.com   
During the month of September, we were able to finish Unit 1 and begin Unit 2. Thank you for signing and returning the 
Unit 1 assessments.  These will go home in this format for each unit. Also, please make sure you receive the unit letter 
(printed on blue paper) at the beginning of each unit from your child.  That letter will give you detailed information about 
what to expect during each unit.  It will also give you vocabulary and other activities to enhance the unit with your child.  
This unit focuses on place value, data, and graphs.   
 

Social Studies  / Science  
We are really enjoying our visit to the Northeast region.  The 
beginning of the year focused on map skills, as we will need those 
�V�N�L�O�O�V���W�R���³�W�U�D�Y�H�O�´���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U������Throughout the year, 
students are encouraged to bring in photos or souveniors 
(brochures, maps, etc.) from their travels throughout the regions.  
We have a bulletin board in the classroom to display such things.   
 

A Note from the 
Editor:  

 

Fourth grade is in full swing!  
Thank you for joining me at 
Curriculum Night.  I appreciated 
your time and efforts in getting to 
know me and what lies ahead 
this year.  We have had a 
tremendous jump start to the 
�\�H�D�U���D�Q�G���,���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�W���L�V��
October already!  Please let me 
know if you have any questions 
or concerns throughout the year.  
I look forward to a year of 
partnership as we strive for 
success in each child!  

 
Contact Mrs. Callicoat:  

mcallicoat@d41.org 
790-6490 ext. 7655 or 

534-7655 direct 
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Important Upcoming Dates:  
 
 

10/5 Reflections Entries Due 
10/9  SIP Day, Dismissal @ noon 
10/12 No School, Columbus Day 
10/13 No School, Institute Day 
10/17  PTA Yard Sale 
10/30  Fall Party �± see FG Baldy 
Bulletin for parade/party details 
 
 
 
 


